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Haitian Prime Minister Robert Malval, appointed by President Jean Bertrand Aristide on Aug. 30
as part of the July Governors Island accord, says he will resign on Dec. 15. Efforts by President Bill
Clinton, the United Nations, the Organization of American States, and Haitian business leaders
have so far failed to persuade Malval to reverse his decision. Malval's resignation would signal
the definitive end of the Governors Island accord, which failed to bring about Aristide's return to
power (see NotiSur 11/12/93 for coverage of the accord's collapse). Statements by members of the
Malval administration suggest that the Prime Minister is frustrated by what he perceives as a lack
of effective international effort and determination to break the military's grip on power to restore
Aristide to office. In the weeks since the collapse of the Governors Island accord, the US and the
international community have failed to adopt additional measures to resolve the crisis. The Clinton
administration and other governments have appeared increasingly apprehensive over involvement
in the power struggle in Haiti. Rumors of potential intervention by an international or US military
force prevalent in late October and early November have generally faded. Likewise, calls from
some sectors for tougher sanctions and a total trade embargo have been ignored. Washington
has opposed tightening the sanctions largely out of fear that such a move would only worsen
the already-tense social conditions on the island, thus provoking a wave of refugees toward US
shores. Proposals to reinstall a UN and OAS human rights observer mission, and to implement the
previously agreed upon UN military and police advisory mission, have also been scuttled. In Haiti,
Malval and his administration have been forced to run the civilian government from inside Malval's
Port-au- Prince home. The residence, guarded by a private security force, is now a "safehouse" for
politicians associated with Malval and Aristide, given the ongoing threats and unrelenting violence
by rightist mobs and members of the Army and police. "We did everything possible to change
the situation, but [the military] blocked us," Malval told reporters in an effort to explaining his
decision to resign. "Remaining in the post won't resolve anything. The system is going to explode
in any case." Frantz Voltaire, Malval's chief of staff, also told the New York Times, "The fiction of
our government comforts everyone. It allows the international community to avoid facing up to
the reality here and it allows the Army to avoid its responsibilities. Meanwhile, the situation in
the country just rots." (Sources: Associated Press, 11/25/93; Inter Press Service, 11/23/93, 11/26/93;
Notimex, 11/26/93; Reuter, 11/28/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/26/93, 11/29/93; New York Times,
11/12/93, 12/02/93; Spanish news service EFE, 11/26/93, 11/27/93, 11/29-12/02/93)
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